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MINUTES 

 
 

 Members Present                Staff Present 
 Mayor B. Franklin                                                                              Carroll Williamson, Town Admin 
               Councilman D. Brock                                        Sharon Durst, Town Clerk 
             Councilman S. Griffin                                                                      

              Councilman E. Baughman 
              Councilman McKenrick 
 
 Members Absent                                                                                        Staff Absent                                
 None                                                                                               Ginny Dupont, Town Attny 
    
  
   
I.    CALL TO ORDER 

             
A. ROLL CALL 

 
Mayor Franklin called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm.  Five Council members were present 
constituting a quorum.  
 

B. NOTIFICATION AND POSTING OF THE MEETING AGENDA 
 
Sharon Durst confirmed the agenda was properly posted and the media notified. 

 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Councilman Brock made a Motion to approve the agenda as presented. The Motion was seconded 
by Councilman Griffin.  All in favor; 5-0 
 

D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Councilman Brock led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

E. INVOCATION 
  

              The evening’s invocation was given by Councilman Brock    

F. COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REMARKS 
 

Councilman McKenrick made the following remarks: 
 

• Fairly busy November. A lot of events and things to do in Blythewood. Veteran’s Day 
event in the park followed by Oktoberfest. 
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• Was nice to see the public come out to the Bethel-Hanberry School Dedication  
• Council had their quarterly joint meeting with the Planning Commission, which was time 

well spent with the volunteer commissioners. 
• The Blythewood road widening bid process through TPAC has been met. In the bidding 

process now. Inching closer to getting some actual construction work being done. That is 
progress for the end goal. 

 
 Councilman Griffin made the following remarks: 
 

• Great season of remembrance with Thanksgiving around the corner followed by 
Christmas. Please stay safe and spend well needed time with family and friends. 

• November was busy for all Councilmen from Bethel-Hanberry School dedication to 
Oktoberfest in November. Hope that continues to catch on and grow. 

• Did something he likes to do. Spoke to the students at Midlands Technical College. 
Encouraged them to fight and keep doing what they see fit in a creative way. Enjoyed his 
time with them.  

• Congratulations to the Bengals girls cheer team. Placed 7th, but they are still champions. 
 

              Councilman Baughman made the following remarks: 
 

• Attended multiple veterans events, including the event by the Blythewood Historical 
Society in Doko Meadows Park. All came out very well and were very well attended. 

• Commended the Chamber for efforts of Oktoberfest 
• Commended the Town’s and Manor staff on the Holiday Market it was wonderful. 

Attended Friday and Saturday.  
• Staff did a wonderful job putting the flags up for Veteran’s day then quickly relocating 

them, taking them down and having the Christmas wreaths put up. 
• The Town and Town Hall look really nice. Have noticed residents and guests taking family 

photos by the truck and lights in front of the Town Hall. 
• Blessed to have the staff that we have, and would like Mr. Williamson to pass it on that 

they are very much appreciated. 
• Tree lighting this weekend and Christmas Parade December 12th @ 2 p.m. 
• Wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and hope they have a really special time with their 

families. 
 

Councilman Brock made the following remarks: 
 

• Remind everyone that the meeting held on November 10th by Councilman McKenrick and 
himself with the subcommittee can be viewed online for anyone who would like to get an 
idea of where the subcommittee is going. 

• Joint meeting was a good meeting for people who would like to find out where the Town 
is going as far as recreational facilities. 

• Veterans Day celebration the weather was great. Chatted with 100 year old World War II 
veteran, Mr. John Cole. 

• Quilts of Valor was amazing. 
• Weather wasn’t so great on Saturday for Oktoberfest. Commend Mr. Phil Frye for a nice 

event. 
• Bethel-Hanberry School dedication was very nice. 
• Stopped in to wish Blythewood cheerleaders well. They won the Region and finished 7th 

in the State competition. Still champions. 
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G. Mayor Franklin’s Remarks 
 

• Season of Thanksgiving. Considered as two separate words, thanks and giving. There’s a 
lot to be thankful for and it’s a season of giving. Encourage everyone to remember that and 
the ones less fortunate during this great time of cheer and festivities with our families and 
friends. 

• Great Veteran’s Day Celebration and Oktoberfest Celebrations. Can’t control the weather, 
but still had die hard crowd come out for Oktoberfest. 

• Congratulate Ms. Michaela Barno for another wonderful year of the Farmer’s Market. 
• Nov. 27th @ 5 p.m. annual Tree Lighting 
• Dec 12th @ 2 p. m. Christmas Parade 
• Congratulations to Blythewood High School cheer and football team for winning the 

region. 
• Happy birthday to his middle son Sammy who is turning 15. 

 
  

 
H. Town Administrator’s Report 

 
• Staff did an amazing job on Christmas decorations. Particularly By Design did a lot of the 

decorations. Staff did a lot of the prep work to make a lot of that happen, particularly out 
on the interstate. 

• A lot of work has gone into the tree lighting. A collective effort and it will be a great 
experience. 

• Updates on small projects: 
A. Shade structure for the playground currently all the materials are staged out there. 

Waiting for the utilities to be marked. 
B. Automated gates @ Sandfill and McLean Roads would possibly start on Weds and will 

probably be a fairly long project to get that implemented.  
 

 
I.     APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 
Councilman Baughman requested to make an amendment to TC minutes labeled October 24, 2022.  
Councilman Brock made a minutes to approve the Minutes as amended.  The Motion was seconded by 
Councilman Griffin. All in favor; 5-0  

      (Note that the minutes in the agenda packet were mistakenly the minutes from September 26,  
      2022, not October 24, 2022.)       
 
II.    ACTION ITEMS 

 
   Citizens Testimony Regarding Action Items (As item is presented) 
 
A.          FIRST READING 

 
Discussion and Approval of Ordinance 2022.016 Amending the Town’s Code of Ordinances to 
Adopt Current Building Codes 
 
The South Carolina Building Codes Council formally adopts new construction-related technical codes 
when changes are needed. It is mandatory that all municipalities and counties enforce these codes. The 
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Town currently enforces the Codes that were previously adopted by the Building Codes Council. The 
SC Building Codes Council has formally adopted a number of new technical codes and the effective 
date is January 1, 2023. No revisions or modifications are permitted to the codes without prior approval 
of the Building Codes Council. 
 
Due to this mandate, Town Council  needs to adopt the new versions of the codes by reference 
through an Ordinance. 

            Staff recommends that Council approve First Reading of an Ordinance amending the    
             Town’s Code of Ordinances to adopt current Technical Codes as listed in the Ordinance. 
 

Councilman Griffin made a motion to approve first reading of Ordinance 2022.016. Councilman 
Brock seconded the motion. All in favor; 5-0 

 
B.           FIRST READING 

Discussion and Approval of Ordinance 2022.017 Amending Section 155.515 of the Town’s Code 
of Ordinances to Establish a New Fee for Commercial Plan Review 
 

             The Town of Blythewood does not currently require a fee for the plan review for commercial building 
permits.  The plan review of large commercial and industrial projects can be very complicated and 
time-consuming for the Town’s contracted building official.  Most other jurisdictions in the state have 
a commercial plan review fee.  The amount is normally a percentage of the cost of the building permit.  
Below is a comparison of how Blythewood’s fees compare with neighboring jurisdictions: 

 
Staff recommends that Council approve First Reading of an Ordinance adding a   commercial 
plan review fee of 20% of the cost of the building permit. 
 

 
 
            Blythewood 

Residential Home 100K $400.00 
Commercial Building 

500K 
$2505.00 

Electrical $50.00 
HVAC $50.00 
Plumbing $50.00 
Commercial Plan 

Review Fee 
No fee (Propose 20% of permit cost) 

 
          City of Columbia 

Residential Home 100K $765.00 
Commercial Building 

500K 
$2505.00 

Electrical                        $50.00 for 1st $5K, $9.00 each additional thousand 
HVAC $50.00 for 1st $10K, $9.00 each additional thousand 
Plumbing    $50.00 for 1st $10K, $5.00 each additional thousand 
Plan Fee 30% of permit cost 

 
          Forest Acres 

Residential Home 100K $400.00 
Commercial Building $4,523.00 
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500K 
Electrical $30.00 for 1st $3,000, Over $3,000 based on Bldg permit fee 
HVAC $30.00 for 1st $5,000, Over $3,000 based on Bldg permit fee 
Plumbing $30.00 for 1st $5,000, Over $3,000 based on Bldg permit fee 
Plan Fee 15% of permit cost 

 
 
        Richland County 

Residential Home 100K $421.65 
Commercial Building 

500K 
$2637.22 

Electrical Trade permit fee included in above fee 
HVAC Trade permit fee included in above fee 
Plumbing Trade permit fee included in above fee 
Plan review fee 

Commercial 
19% of permit cost 

Plan review fee 
Residential  

 $10.53 per unit 

 
 
 
Councilman Brock made a motion to approve first reading of Ordinance 2022.017. Councilman 
Griffin seconded the motion. All in favor; 5-0 
 

   
 

C. Discussion and Approval of a Revised Hospitality and Accommodations Tax 
 

The Town Council Hospitality and Accommodations Tax Subcommittee has revised the current    
Hospitality and Accommodations Tax Application and is bringing it to the full body for discussion 
and approval. 

 
There was some discussion on the revisions to the Town’s current Hospitality and Local 
Accommodations Tax funding application process proposed by the Hospitality and 
Accommodations Tax committee. Councilman Brock and Councilman McKenrick are sitting 
members on this committee. Both Councilman have stated that what the subcommittee is trying to 
do is make the application easier for the applicant and while executing their fiduciary responsibility 
to manage the funds properly. 
 
Councilman Griffin asked for the record what’s next if this new application is approved and 
would the committee still need access to change things while this policy is being developed.  
 
Councilman Brock stated that the next thing would to be to develop a policy that would be presented 
to Council at the December Town Council meeting for discussion, debate and potential approval. 
Councilman Brock also stated that committee could have authority to make minor changes to the 
application. He pointed out the minor revisions and strike through that he would like to be made. 
 
Councilman McKenrick also went through portions of the application revisions and explained 
that this will make the process a lot simpler. He also stated the application mirrors the state 
guidelines for administering the accommodations and hospitality tax revenues. Councilman 
McKenrick recommended that applicants should review the state statute.  
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Councilman Griffin thanked Councilman Brock and Councilman McKenrick for their hard work 
and dedication in this process on revising the policy. 
 
Councilman Griffin made a motion to approve the revised Hospitality and Accommodations Tax 
application process, allowing the Town Administrator to make small administrative changes as 
deemed fit. Councilman Baughman seconded the motion. All in favor; 5-0. 
 

D.           SECOND READING 
 
Discussion and Approval of Ordinance 2022.015 an Ordinance Repealing Ordinance No. 
2013.019 – An Ordinance to Prescribe Term Limits of the Mayor and Town Council Members 

  
 
Councilman Brock made a motion to approve second reading of Ordinance 2022.015. Councilman 
McKenrick seconded the motion. All in favor; 5-0 
 

E. Discussion and Approval of a Bid to Purchase and Install Artificial Turf at Doko Meadows Park 
Playground 
 
Mr. Williamson stated that this year’s budget includes funding from the state earmark for Doko 
Meadows Park allocated for turfgrass for the playground.  In May, staff received 5 quotes.   The 2 
lowest quotes were updated to reflect current costs. 
Staff recommend that Council approve the bid from East Turf Pros for $157,217.12.  The FY23 
budget allocates $180,000 from the $250,000 state earmark that the Town received towards 
artificial turf of the playground 
 
  

Bidder Amount 
East Coast 
Turf Pros $157,217.12 
Southeast 
Turf $168,954.00 
Chason 
Landscaping $295,176.00 
Barr $279,263.14 
Bliss $395,532.00 

East Coast Turf Pros is the lowest and most responsive bid.   
 
There was some discussion on the depth of the base of the screenings  that would go under the astro 
turf and that wasn’t listed in the quote of East Coast Turf Pros. Mr. Williamson stated that he would 
follow up with east Coast Turf Pros for clarity. There was also discussion on French drains and east 
Coast Turf Pros were the only contractor to include French drains in their quote. 
 
Also stated was that the monies for this project are not coming out of the general funds that these 
monies are from a grant awarded to the Town of Blythewood. This grant was worked on by 
Councilman Griffin and Mayor Franklin. 
 
Councilman Brock made a motion to approve the bid to purchase and install artificial turf at Doko 
Meadows Park Playground. Councilman Griffin seconded the motion. All in favor; 5-0 
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F. Discussion and Approval of the Town’s 2023 Meeting Calendar 

 
Councilman Brock stated that Planning Commission’s meeting planned for Jan 2nd 2023 is 
recognized as New Year’s Day and should be moved to January 3rd or January 9th. 
 
Councilman Griffin made a recommendation that during the Joint Town Council and Planning 
Commission meetings if they could look at having workshops together. Have a more open dialogue 
and conversations. 
 

             Councilman Griffin made a motion to approve the Town’s 2023 Meeting Calendar as amended. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Brock.  All in favor; 5-0 
 
 

G. Date of the Town Council December 2022 Meeting 
 
             Councilman McKenrick made a motion to approve the Town Council December meeting date of 

December 19th 2022. Councilman Baughman seconded the motion. All in favor; 5-0 
 
 
 
 

III.   OPEN CITIZENS REMARKS 
 

Mr. Malcolm Gordge addressed the Council. He stated that he had two concerns to address concerning 
the revision of Hospitality and Accommodation taxes. 
 One being what would the advice to non-profits for financial planning .Since the objective to this   
exercise revising   would be to redistribute the available funds for supporting Doko Manor. 
  Also changes in H-tax and A-Tax committee would operate under new guidelines and the new 
policy, because there is no financial implication in their decision making as well as suitability. If not 
no one will fully know if their application will be granted until the full budget is approved. He’s 
trying to get a feel on how this is going to impact upon financial planning for the applicants for this 
money. 
There was a recommendation that all applicants determine their eligibility for the funds first, then 

secondly plan multiple budgets.  
 
  Mr. Phil Frye also addressed the Council. He commended Councilman Brock and Councilman 
McKenrick for the simplifying the H-Tax and A-Tax application. 

  He placed some concern on the Town’s budget seeming largely dependent on those taxes and believes 
that the stakeholders should have input on the decisions. Councilman Brock commented that the Town 
was gracious enough to advertise the meetings in both newspapers. Stakeholders did not attend, yet it 
wasn’t from a lack of asking.  

  Theses was a suggestion that the Blythewood Chamber of Commerce should send out a survey to the 
stakeholders and provide feedback to the Council.  

  Mr. Frye also stated that any future considerations of the park and other amenities that does not include 
additional parking, facilities and abilities makes having a major event not a viable venue. 

 
 
IV.   EXECUTIVE SESSION – Per SC Section 30-4-70 
 

At 7:17 p.m. Councilman Brock made a motion to go into executive session following a five minute 
recess. Councilman Baughman seconded the motion. All in favor; 5-0  
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A. Discussion of matters relating to the proposed location, expansion, or the provision of services 
encouraging location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the area served by the public 
body. 

B. Receipt of legal advice subject to attorney-client privilege regarding claims and potential claims by and 
against the Town. 

        C.     Discussion of negotiations incident to proposed contractual arrangements- Town Attorney 
 

 
V.       RECONVENE 

Councilman Griffin made a Motion to reconvene at 7:56 pm. The Motion was seconded by Councilman 
Brock. All in favor; 5-0 

  
 
VI.    ITEMS REQUIRING A VOTE FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
Councilman Brock made a motion for the Town Administrator and the Mayor to enter into negotiations 
with Candidate A concerning a contract to fill the Town Attorney position. Councilman Griffin seconded 
the motion. All in favor; 5-0 
 
 
VIII.   ADJOURNMENT 
 

                  Councilman Brock made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 pm. The motion was seconded by              
                   Councilman Griffin.  All in favor; 5-0 

 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
  
---------------------------------------------- 
Sharon Durst, Town Clerk 


